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Abstract 

The urban centres and cities in Nigeria often witness building collapse from time to time.  The incident has created 

a lot of doubt in the minds of many Nigerians on how serious and effective are the government and professionals to 

uphold the town planning laws and check the use of substandard building materials.  Building collapse has led to 

loss of lives, properties and rendered many people homeless in Nigeria and the acts are manmade disaster which 

has become a common feature in the print and electronic media.  This paper attempts to assess the problems and 

causes of the persistent building collapse in Nigeria, such as lack of building regulating framework, prevalence of 

corrupt government officials saddled with responsibility of approving building plans and supervising buildings. The 

methodology adopted for the study was secondary source of data collection. The consequences of building collapse 

in the country include maiming, loss of lives, loss of properties among others in different part of the country.  The 

paper recommended that effective town planning and building control in the country and outright ban on the 

importation of substandard building materials will minimize the case of persistent building collapse in Nigeria. 
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Background to the study 

 Building industry is one of the major industries that provides employment opportunities and social security 

to the teeming Nigerian population.  The housing sector is a necessity for human survival.  Man builds houses to 

facilitate his social lives and to serve many purposes, such as residential, business, recreational, religion, 

educational, administrative purposes and so on.  All is to ease social security of man kind as well to enhance their 

well-being in the society. 

 However, the reverse is the case, where we are experiencing persistent collapsed buildings in the country.  

Reoccurrences of the incident of building collapsed across urban areas in different locations in Nigeria have 

assumed a frightening dimension in the last few years.  The alarming rate has made both the print and electronic 

media to gome up with screaming headlines relating to collapse of building in the major cities in Nigeria.  In 

essence, Nnodin (2013) noted that the rate of building collapse in the country is not only embarrassing, but a major 

setback to social security and socio economic wellbeing of the citizens.  Apart from destruction of properties that are 

estimated to worth millions of naira, it is also accompanied with loss of human lives.  The hope of seeing the next 

hour, or  day is no longer guaranteed in the minds of many citizens especially those in the building sites in most 

urban centres. 

 The paper identifies many reasons for collapse of building across the country, but the major ones can be 

traced to ineffective implementation of enabling laws, professional misconducts, prevalence of quacks within the 

building industry (Nnodin, 2013).  The influx of unemployed persons into the industry in the recent time has been 

linked to poor construction of buildings in the country, as most of them lack requisite training, skills and expertise. 

Besides, some players are in the business without normal registration with relevant professional bodies and 

authorities. 

Statement of thee problem 
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 The persistent rate of building collapse in Nigeria has led to loss of several lives in Nigeria and a lot more 

are maimed.  This is in addition to loss of properties worth of several millions of Naira.  Building collapse has 

created doubts in the mind of Nigerians about the seriousness of government and professionals on the development 

of the building industry and the effective development of urban settlements in Nigeria. 

 Collapse of buildings has also created psychological depression, fears, and anxieties among many residents 

in Nigeria.  And many are rendered homeless and those who survived are left without shelter.  It also resulted to loss 

of job and business in different urban areas in the country which is now a source of concern for many Nigerians. 

Objectives of the Study 

i. The main objective of the study is to examine the problems and reasons for the persistent building 

collapsed in urban areas in the country. 

The Specific Objectives includes: 

i. To identify causes of persistent building collapse in contemporary Nigeria 

 ii.     To identify consequences of persistent building collapsed in Nigeria. 

ii. To examine the rate of building collapse in Nigeria on Nigerians. 

iii. To make recommendations and way forward to combat collapse of building in Nigeria. 

Conceptual Clarification of Terms 

Housing Sector – Is an area were the activities of endorsing something or providing a residence for someone takes 

place.  Daniel and Ogidi (2016) stated that, is an area were the activities of constructing, maintenance and using of 

the houses (residential, commercials and other purposes) are being carryout in the society.  Housing sector provides 

shelter, business unit and other services a place to carryout their functions in the society 

Building – Is the act of constructing an enclosed structure with walls and roofs.  Danield and Ogidi (2016) stated 

that, building is the act or process of construction with a special purposes of  residential, business units and other 

purposes. 

Building Collapse – Is the sudden falling down of finished or unfinished building constructed in the society.   

Abiodun (1976), that building collapse is the cease to function of building due to it sudden breakdown or fall down. 

Methodology 

 The Method employed for the study was a secondary sources of data collection which involves the use of 

published and unpublished materials such as books, journals, government gazettes, monographs, newspapers, 

seminars and conference papers, magazines, internet materials, maps and unpublished thesis and materials.  Where 

the causes, consequences of building collapsed was looked at different levels and stages. 

Experiences of Collapsed Buildings in Nigeria 

 The recent incidents of several building collapsed cut across all geo-political zones and state capitals in the 

country.  Olusala-Obasa (2013) reported that on 20
th
 November, 2012, a two (2) storey building of six flats known 

as M20 at church streets, Oke –Afa Area in Isolo-Lagos carved in at midnight and killed two (2) sisters.  On 22
nd

 

March, 2016, 18 storey building owned by the bank of industry (BOI) at Broad Street, Lagos island collapsed 

(Newswatch, 2008).  In addition, on Wednesday October 26
th

, 2011 at about 6.00pm, a 6 storey building housing of 

the chartered institute of Taxation of Nigeria collapsed.  On the same day, about 2.00pm or deafering crack from old 

building sent shiver down the spine of the occupants.  Four (4) hours later the foundation gave way and the entire 

building fell swoop.  However, no casualties because all its occupants have been evacuated to another place. 

 On the same vain, sometime around march 2014, the synagogue church of All Nation (SCON) building 

collapsed in Ilsotun Egbe area of Lagos state.  Where over one hundred deaths were recorded both of Nigerians and 

other foreigner worshippers of the church.  (Onibokun, 2016).  Recently in March, 2016, Lekki Gardens building 

being constructed by Messerlekki World Wide Estate Ltd collapsed in the middle of the night and killed thirty four 

(34) people (Onibokun, 2016) A case of 3 storey building was reported collapsed at Kano state at the university of 

science and technology, Wudil, on 22th august 2016, were five(5) laborers sustained various degree of injured and 

they were rushed to hospital for medical treatment. 

            On Monday 29
th

 2016 at about 1:00am, a four storey building located on plot 444 Citec villas, Gwarimpa 

area of FCT went down. Two (2) person were dead in the unfortunate incident and also six(6) people sustained 

various degree of injuries from the rubies.(national mirror 2016). The building was believed to belong to one of the 

former governor of Osun State. 
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causes of persistent of Building collapse in Nigeria  

The collapsed of building in Nigeria have been attributed to several human induced factors, among which 

are; ineffective implementation of regulatory framework in the building industry. This is the fundamental cause of 

the collapse of both residential and commercial building in the country. The policy gap in the building industry rest 

on the regulatory framework and the disconnection between design and construction need to be urgently addressed 

(nwodin2013). These goes with lack of policies sustain ability and political will to implement them. And lack of 

implementation of building code by the relevant government agencies resulted to collapse of building in Nigeria. 

           Ajala, Aigbe and Allu (2010), point out that in spite of the existence of the  national housing policy of 2002, 

urban development policy of 2002 and recently enacted building code, all these policies are merely paper work and 

nobody is enforcing its implementation. The facts remain that there is no adequate and appropriate law and policies 

to guide professional in the building industry.  

          Secondly, the prevalence of corrupt practices among government official who are saddled with the 

responsibility of approving building plans, building design. Olasola-Obasa (2013), stated that problem of greed and 

corruptions among government officials who are in-charge of housing projects in the country creates rooms for 

people to build without specifications, based on laid down rules and regulations after taken bride from the respective 

house construction owners. For example the synagogue church of all nation building that collapsed around 

march2014 which claimed over one hundred lives in Ikotun area of Lagos state was attributed to charge in the 

original approved plan for two(2)  storey building after lobbying and settlement or financial investment of 

government officials and later given approval for a six storey building (dairly trust newspaper january2016). 

            In addition, use of sub-standard building material is worth mention too as a reason for prevalence building 

collapsed in Nigeria. There have been finging malpractices involving the molding of sandcrate block and allied 

products (adekoya2014). The development has further encouraged the building substandard house in the country. 

For example, the test carried out by Lagos state emergency management agency and Lagos state building 

construction agency revealed that the block of flats at m20 in Jarkande Low Cost Housing Estate in Isolo, Lagos 

collapsed due to the fact that materials used to construct the building were sub-standard (Olusola Obasa, 2013). 

 However, sub-standard building materials are instigated to some socio economic factors like low 

production power of prospective house owners, sharp practices on the part site workers, greed and corruption on the 

part  government contractors and officers, lack of administrative and legal power for regulatory agencies to 

prosecute offenders. 

 Ignorance is another causes of building collapse in Nigeria.  Many that build houses across the counting are 

ignorance of material specifications.  For example, cements used for building construction are of two (2) types of 

higher grade 42.5 and lower grade 32.5.  The lower grade (blue) is only meant for plastering houses while the higher 

grade (yellow) 42.5 is for casting of beams and block molding and the highest grade of 52.5 (red) are used for 

construction of bridges and other specialized applications. 

 Professional misconduct, conflict and rivalry result to lack of team work and some of them involves in 

sharp practices which violate their professional ethics. Also, the death of qualified and experienced professional 

within the building industry has contributed to frequent building collapse in the country (Adekoya, 2014).  And there 

are no enough qualified and experienced professional like architects, surveyors, structural engineers, civil engineer, 

town planner etc.  Many prospective house owners prefer quacks, because they are been paid less.  Some of them 

with little experienced given job to construct storey building or an estate, which undermine the quality of building in 

Nigeria.  All these are reasons of frequent building collapsed in Nigeria. 

 Furthermore, in recent years, Nigeria has witnessed unprecedent increased in importation of all manners of 

substandard building materials that was encouraged through liberalization of government policy on importation, 

especially from China, Taiwan, Malaysia and Hung-Kong.  Ajakaiye and Akinbinu, (2000) had observed that one 

possible effect of globalization in the few decades is dumping of inferior building materials in the country. 

 And also there is problem of lack of maintenance of building in the country which also causes frequent 

collapsed of building in the country.  This situation is mostly endemic on old structures and commercial skyscraper 

in urban cities like Lagos, Abuja, Port Harcourt, and Ibadan. Onebekan (2016) pointed out that all the tall building in 
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Marina street in Lagos Island are deficient in one way or the order due to lack of maintenance.  Culture and safety 

facilities in them. 

 Ajala, et al (2010), attributed building collapsed in country to poverty, where many people builds on sub-

standard houses to reduce the cost: Many use low standard materials and compromise standards.  Sometime, many 

houses collapse right in the process of construction and some only after few years.  Moreso, land developers have 

poor knowledge of the soil in which they build without taking cognizance of the nature and artificial development 

imposed on the soil.  For instance, the building that collapsed in Gwarimpa extension of the FCT Abuja on 29
th

 

August, 2016, was  reported to be located on a flood plan.  (National Mirror, 2016). 

Consequences of Building Collapse on Nigeria 

 The recurrent incidents of building collapse in Nigeria has been one of major challenges to effective 

development and expansion of urban settlements.  Ishaya and Wemimo (2011), that building collapse is one of the 

major challenging facing the urbanization of the country today.  Former Chief Justice of the federation, Mohammed 

Uwais stated that the manace of building collapsed had created doubts in the mind of Nigeria about the seriousness 

of government and even the professionals in the building industry (Nwodin, 2013). 

 Building collapse in Nigeria had led to untimely death of many persons and their families.  Many people in 

their prime have met their untimely death in different building collapsed incidents in the country.  Several reports 

have revealed that building collapsed across urban areas in Nigeria is always accompanied with human casualty 

(Akintude, 2008;  Fagbenle and Oluwunmi, 2010). 

 Incidents of building collapse in Nigeria have resulted to psychological depression, fear and anxiety in the 

mind of many Nigerians living in the urban areas.  Abiodun (1976) and UNHBITAT (2013) admitted that the state 

of building collapsed in the country has created fears, depression and anxiety for many urban residents.  Olusola-

obasa (2003) pointed the views of some Lagos residents this way “we go to bed every night with a prayer to God, 

that we wake up safety and healthy the next morning”.  In the same vain, one of female resident who live in Jakande 

Housing Estate. “we are all living in fear but we trust God to preserve our lives”.  Mr.  Nwabukwu, said that “he and 

his family members sleep with one eye closed at night and get excited when they wake up the next morning.   

 Building collapse in different location in the country has rendered so many people homeless.  Those who 

survived were often left without shelters.  For example, some occupants of Jankande Low Cost Housing Estate, 

Isolo, Lagos admitted that professionals informed Lagos State Government and had certified that some buildings in 

the estate appear defective and unsafe for human habitation (Olusola-Obasa, 2013).  Many of such houses where 

many families dwell have no doubt resulted to homeless condition for that categories of people in the country.  It has 

also resulted to loss of jobs and business for many persons.  Building collapsed denied their source of employment 

or means of livelihood.  In many instance, goods and properties worth millions of Naira were destroyed due to 

building collapse in the country. 

 Building collapsed often adversely affect family relationship and dependence in the country by causes 

dislocation to familistics, supports and network.  This has made many to become widows, widowers and orphans 

over night as a result of timely death of bread winners  and spouses.  Some are compelled to live with very distance 

relatives, friends or even strangers. 

 Building collapse has also drastically reduced the Gross Domestic product in the last few years.  This has to 

go with loss in the collection of tenement rate by the state government/local government council, where such 

building collapsed.  The reduction GDP has direct consequences in the loss of job by employees whose business 

were located in such houses. 

 

Measures to Reduce incident s of Building collapses in urban centres in Nigeria. 

 Government agencies like Standard Organization of Nigeria (SON), The Nigerian Custom Service, 

Nigerian Port Authority and other Law Enforcement Agencies should be on their guard to curb the negative efforts 

of such heinous crime in the country to overcome the problem of dumping inferior building materials in the country. 

 Statutory government institutions saddled with the responsibility for enlightenment and public education 

need to provide necessary guidelines for professional in the building industry to adhere to.  In this light, 

professionals and other stakeholders should be familiar with the provisions of the revised national Building Code in 

the country. 
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 Federal and States ministries of Land, Housing and urban Development, and other relevant agencies should 

set up block testing laboratory across the country.  This is to ensure the quality and durable blocks used for buildings 

and construction of houses.  This will help to arrest the spate of building collapse in the country. 

 To eradicate  incessant cases of building collapse in the country, federal/state governments should be key 

players in the sector, by giving priority attention to control of building production process, through unveiling the 

quality of development project in the country to ensure laws relating to building and construction of houses are 

effectively adhered to. 

 To ensure quality and advancement on the type and nature of buildings professionals within the building 

industry, design and construct.  Professional within the building industry need to be empowered in terms of 

advanced and Science 14 (1 & 2) 1-12. 

Akintunde K. (2008).  Bank of Industry (BOI) Building go down in stylesophisticated technology by exposing them 

to new skills, techniques and ideas.  This will help in reducing the cases of collapse of building in the country. 

 There should be adequate an effective enforcement and monitoring by the relevant regulatory councils, 

institutions such as COREN, ARCON, QSRBN e.t.c. Strident laws should be put in place and made enforceable 

against any erring professional that engages in quascking and other illicit or unprofessional misconducts within the 

building industry. 

 And as a matter of policy, there should be mandatory certification of sandcrate block molded in Nigeria by 

the Standard Organization of Nigeria (SON).  It is important for relevant government agencies to sensitize the 

Nigeria public on the mandatory labeling for all manufactured cement in the cement company. 

 Despite the negative consequences cause by building collapsed in Nigeria, it has created additional job 

opportunity for the quacks, labour and professional in the building industry.  Where they make additional money for 

re-construction of the collapse houses and also an additional market for the building seller materials in the country. 
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Appendix I 

Some Selected Reports Incidences of Building Collapses in Nigeria. 

Appendix II 

A Scene of Some Collapsed and Dilapidated Building in Nigeria. 

 

 


